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SELF-GUIDED TOUR OF THE NORWEGIAN LUTHERAN MEMORIAL CHURCH 
I rejoiced with those who said to me, "Let us go to the house of the Lord.” ~ Psalm 122:1 

 
Welcome! Velkommen! And thank you for your interest in The Norwegian Lutheran Memorial Church,  

also named—as inscribed in the marble over our front doors—Minnekirken. 
This self-guided tour takes about 10 minutes. 

 
Our church was the last Norwegian church plant of Pastor Johan Hansen Meyer (J. H. Meyer). Born in Vik, Norway in 
1862, he left home at the age of 14. After his confirmation he set sail to England and Australia before sailing to the U.S. 
Here he studied for the ministry, married and became a church planter in both New York and California before finally 
settling in Chicago. This church, its buildings and this congregation are all his enduring legacy.  
 
In the church's inaugural souvenir program of October 6, 1912, Pastor Meyer wrote: 
 

The church is located in the center of the Norwegian population in Chicago. . . . It 
is right on the Boulevard right in front of beautiful Logan Square with the elevated 
tracks and the Milwaukee Ave. streetcar right outside. Here stands God's house, in 
honor of Norwegian churchgoing people in Chicago, a jewel for the neighborhood, 
and above all to God's glory and honor! 

You will learn a bit about our history, our present and our future as you tour our 
church building. 
 

Tour Stop #1—Weather permitting, step outside to view the church, the parsonage, and Logan Square: 
 
The cornerstone was laid on Palm Sunday, April 12, 1908 amid fanfare and ceremonies. The church 
building was designed in the neo-Gothic style. Architect Thomas J. Sørensen intended it to 
resemble Bragernes kirke in Drammen, Norway. A painting of that church hangs on the northern 
wall towards the back of the downstairs gathering hall today.  
 
Pastor Meyer and his wife, Mathilda, lived on the third floor in the church parsonage, adjacent and 
to the north of the church. Although they had no children they raised their grandniece Oline M. 
Olsen, born in 1909, from infancy at Minnekirken. Today our caretaker lives on the third floor; 
guest pastors, professors, and other parties on sabbatical from Norway on the second floor; and 
our resident pastor on the first floor. 
 
Christ Church was the first congregation Pastor Meyer planted here. He recalled those first seven years growing the 
congregation and building the church as "long and difficult." He often relied on Isaiah 30:15: 

This is what the Sovereign Lord, the Holy One of Israel, says: 
“In repentance and rest is your salvation, 

 in quietness and trust is your strength, . . . 

Minnekirken was the second congregation Pastor Meyer "re-planted" here in 1934. 
It was the height of the Great Depression. He was then 72 years old. Establishing this 
congregation was his final pastoral call. He died in Chicago on December 1, 1936. 

The Logan Square neighborhood has a diverse and changing immigrant history. Near 
the turn of the 20th century, it was the hub for Norwegian immigrants. In 1917, 
there were 17 Norwegian language churches in Chicago, with most on the 
Northwest side of the city: 11 Lutheran, three Methodist, two Baptist, and one Free 
Church. The neighborhood consisted of Norwegians, Danes, Swedes and Germans. 
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As of 2019, the Chicago Metropolitan Agency for Planning (CMAP) shows the “Race and Ethnicity” demographic for 
Logan Square neighborhood as 50.1% white, 39.1 % Hispanic or Latino, 4.1% Black, 3.9% Asian, and 2.8% “Other. “  
 
Beyond our church, physical traces of Norwegian influence in the neighborhood survive in the form of buildings that 
have been re-purposed. One nearby example is the former Logan Square Norwegian Baptist Church building located just 
around the corner at 3232 W. Wrightwood Avenue. It was recently converted into a single-family home.  
 
Today Minnekirken is one of only two United States-based Norwegian language churches remaining in the U.S., the 
other one being Mindekirken in Minneapolis, MN. 
 

Tour Stop #2—Step into the church foyer: 
 
In July 1908, the basement of the church was finished and a roof was built to cover it. For four years the congregation 
used the basement as their place of worship and its other activities while the sanctuary above was being financed and 
built. During this time, Pastor Meyer relied upon Hebrews 12 as "a source of inspiration, trust and help:"  

 
Let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, fixing our eyes on Jesus,  

the author and perfecter of faith, who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame,  
and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

 

 
 
In October of 1912 the church hosted a full month of activities to celebrate the completion of the sanctuary. 
 
Today the church's festesalen (the downstairs gathering hall) is where the congregation conducts its business meetings 
and hosts its social, cultural and educational activities 
 

Tour Stop #3—Take the stairs up to the sanctuary level: 
 
Stairs are available on either side of the entry, each giving you a unique first glimpse of our stained glass windows. Both 
feature windows with Jesus Christ, our Savior—knocking, welcoming, forgiving.* On the south side of the stairwell we 
have our chairlift to facilitate handicap accessibility to the sanctuary. Please ask for help if you should need to use it. We 
also would kindly ask that you silence your cell phones and leave all food and drink downstairs. 
 
At the top on the north side, you see portraits of many of our former pastors wearing the traditional ruff collar 
previously used in the Church of Norway. While the collars have changed, our primary liturgy has been adapted for local 
use from a classic liturgy of the Church of Norway. We worship in both English and Norwegian with translation available 
at all times. 
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Since 2015, Minnekirken has begun a formal association with Lutheran Congregations 
for Missions in Christ (LCMC). This, in turn, lead to the ongoing ministry partnership we 
currently enjoy with the Rev. Timothy Johnson. While Rev. Johnson serves as our 
“interim pastor,” true to our roots, we host pastors and their families from Norway as 
often as possible. This invitation for them to grace both our pulpit and parsonage has 
proven to be a mutual blessing!  
 
Note that the Norwegian Royal coat of arms appears just to the south of the newly restored stained-glass window in the 
sanctuary foyer or narthex. We often pray for the Norwegian king and his house and Norwegian royalty have regularly 
visited Minnekirken, most recently King Olav V in 1975 and then in 1995 King Harald V and Queen Sonja. 
 
The stairs on the south side of the church narthex are cordoned off and should not be climbed without a docent. They 
lead up to the church balcony which is not in regular use. In the sanctuary, you will be able to see the balcony from the 
altar. 

Tour Stop #4—Enter the Sanctuary: 
 
Listen to the creaking of our wooden floors and let your eyes take in the wonder of this sacred space. For as majestic as 

it feels, Minnekirken’s nave is modest. Our pews can only accommodate about 300 worshippers. Because the furniture, 

fixtures, organ, and stained glass windows are the all original, the sanctuary itself appears much the same as it did 104 

years ago at the inaugural ceremonies. The stained-glass windows were made by the H.M. Hooker Company, Chicago.  

The H. M. Hooker Company was active in Chicago from 1855 to 1967, producing windows for churches and other 

buildings in several states. 

Tour Stop #5—Approach the Altar: 
 
Our white painted and gilded altarpiece set against the blue apse—like snowcapped, glistening, mountains pointing 
upwards into an azure Norwegian sky—is clearly the focal point of our worship space. The altar recalls that Christ's 
saving submission to the will of God is at the core of our Christian faith: 
 

And by that will [of God] we have been made holy through the sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once and for all. 
~ Hebrews 10:10 

 
The altarpiece has a crucifix at center and at its base a victorious Agnus Dei—Lamb of God—statuette. The flag the Lamb 
carries represents the victory of Christ’s sacrifice over sin, death, and Satan. The first and last letters of the Greek 
alphabet, Alpha and Omega, flank the crucifix, representing the complete and eternal redemption that God offers the 
world in Jesus. Around the altar, you see a traditional Norwegian semi-circular railing with padded kneeler that invites 
communicants and supplicants to both receive Christ in the Eucharist and to be received by God in prayer. 
 
The two stained-glass windows flanking the altar were gifts from the Pastor Meyer and his wife. The one to the left of 
the altar is Jesus praying in the garden of Gethsemane as his disciples sleep. (Matthew 26:36-46). The one to the right 
depicts the first Easter, with the angel at the tomb announcing to the women, "He is not here. He is risen!" (Luke 24:1-
8). Together with the altarpiece at the center, they speak to the triduum—the three days that mark the culmination of 
Christ’s Passion—Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, Easter Sunday. To proclaim the reason for all that Christ has done, to 
the right of the altar is our raised pulpit above that appears the Norwegian words Gud er Kjærlighet [pronounced Gewd 
air SHARE-lee-HAT]. It means, "God is Love." Those words are all that remain of a fuller quote from 1 John 4:16: 
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God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in God, and God in him. 
 

The pulpit and the baptismal font to the right of the altar are both octagonal shapes. 
The use of octagonal design elements of within churches became popular in Norway 
following the Protestant Reformation of 1517. This design may be related to the 
Norwegian’s seafaring ways, as that shape can be understood to represent the eight 
primary points of the compass rose— guiding sailors safely along life’s course.  
 
The altar furniture—altar, pulpit and baptismal font—was made by the then well-
known Hann-Wangerin Company, Milwaukee, Wisconsin [now defunct]. The pipe 
organ to the left of the altar was hand made by Hinners Organ Company in Pekin, 
Illinois [now defunct]. Sadly this pipe organ is no longer operable; the console has been 
replaced by a digital instrument. 

 
Tour Stop #6—Turn to Face East Toward the Entrance from the Altar Steps… 

A. Look around the Nave: 
In 2015, in association with Logan Square Preservation, we began restoring our stained-glass windows. The windows 
throughout the sanctuary "show and tell" key Christian Scriptures or symbols. Walking the perimeter, you can see that 
each is unique. The windows were all gifts; the donors' names are inscribed on each window. The windows along the 
north wall were donated by founding members of the church, and the ones along the south wall were donated by 
various church groups.  
 
The church pews were made by American Seating Company, Chicago. It is still in business in Michigan producing office 
and school furniture.  

B. Look up: 
The light fixtures were made by the David T. Braun Company, Chicago [now defunct]. 
 

C. Look towards the Balcony: 
Our largest stained glass window appears on the eastern facade of the building, over the balcony, facing Logan Square. It 
is the “Good Shepherd” window. This window was restored and re-dedicated in September of 2016. 
 

D. Look to our Future: 
We are actively working with and in the community, with individuals and groups, to branch out in love and invite all into 
Christian community with us. If you do not have a church home, there is a place here for you at Minnekirken! This being 
said, we invite you to conclude your visit today with a prayer. Feel free to kneel or stand at the altar, or to sit in a pew as 
you feel moved and are able. We do appreciate your prayers and please know: 
 

The Lord will guard your going out and your coming in from this time forth and forever. ~ Psalm 121:8 
 
We sincerely hope you enjoyed touring our building today. We invite you to return for services and our many cultural 
activities. We’ve been worshipping on the Square every Sunday since 1908 with services at 11:00 a.m. 

 
We can be found on Facebook @minnekirken and our website: www.minnekirken-chicago.org 

                            Facebook QR Code                                                                                              Website QR Code 
 

http://www.minnekirken-chicago.org/

